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Quettion. 
Hat is your name ? 
VT; «Anſwer. Anabaptiſt. 
SS 
Wis Q. Who gave you that name ? 

Y >; A. The prieftly Fathers, and 
N29) learned Schollers of the world, 
" Who ftudy the profane tongues 
of Greeke and Lataine, and ſtill retaine the ſuper- 
ſtitious homey. iv Hebrew , and uſe all 
the of the 

op = got you called Anabaptiſts ? 

A. Becauſe we went naked into the pure wa- 
ter, and were dipped in the holy fircames, 
where we denſed our bodies (from the corrup- 
tion that was before upon us) in the preſence of 
the Brethren, and the Siſters of the Congre- 
ation, 

Q. phy WAS the Congregation preſent at that 


ime ? 


A 2 4. To 


| ( 2 ) 

A. To be witneſſes of the promiſes which 
the Dippers then cauſed me to make. 

. What were the promiſes that were maar 
between you and the Congregation ? 

A. Fifl, that I ſhould forſake all the lexrned, 
md renou:ce the wiſe, and men of underſtan- 
ding, to follow the Communion of Fooles, and 
ſimple people, «nd that all things may be com- 
mon among us. 

Secondly, that T ſhould belceve x ſiſter, and 
take her word, and ſhe mine, without the abo- 
minable ceremony of Marnage. 

Thicdly, that I ſhould keep the ſecrets of all 
the Brethren, and Siſters, xnd walke in the ſame 
all thedaies of my life. 

Q. Doeſt thou not think that thou art bound t: 
al! that thow haſt promiſed ? 

eF. Yes truly, and (had I nothing <«lſe to 
bind me) it is tye enough to keep the favours of 
our loving company. 

Q. Which « the Way to keep ſtill in favonr 
with them ? 


eF. Tobe conſtant (againſt all reaſon) in thef 


maintenance and defence of their opinions. 


Q. What be the opinions of the Anabaprifts ? | 
«A. The Anabaptiſts are of opinion rhat they 
may do what they will if conſcience moves them 


to it, and they are of opinion that infants are not 
fit 
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3) | 
fit to be baptiſed, nor rtcrived into the Commu- þ 
nion and brotherly fellowſhip, til] they be of big- 


nefſe fit to accompany with ; And that menand Bil 


women have no ſouls more than their lite blood. 
Alſo that what the conſcichce approves of, can- 
not be ill, and that all men and women whoure i 


not of this minde, are the prophane of the }1 


world, who have not 2ny power at all tocom- { 
inand us to any thing 2gain{t our conſciences. 

Q Are all Indrpendants of your opinton ? 

A. No, none but only Aonabaptiſte, 

Q. Why, are not you Independant s.? 

ef. Yes, but independants diffcr in judge- ; 
ment. 

Q. What ts the main thing that you and Inde- 
pendants d ffer in ? Jy; 

ef. We difter very much from them , for 
though you call them Independants (a nametoo 
honourable for them, yer) they are none, for they 


do allow of l:wes, and orders, and blacke- coats, 


and prophane learning, 2nd tupecſtitious preach - 


ivg 11 Pulpits, and many ſuch things the Inde- Þ 
| pendants approve of, but we dare not allow of 


any ſuch things. 
Q. If yen Caſt off all order, by what Diſcipline 


* you walke ? 


A. Diicipline ! do you talke to us of Piſcte 


| pline ? what doc you thinke we cannot walke | 


A 3 Without 
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(4) 
without Diſcipline: alas 1 alas | we have x liberty 
(which therelt of the world are ignorant of ) 
there is never 2 one of us but may follow what 
Diſcipline he thinks in his own conſcience is beſt 
and thats a pleaſant Diſcipline. 

Q. How can you agree together, and continue 
your meeting, without ſome manney of Ordey , or 
D/cipline, to de it by ? 

A. Why, let me tell you, thereis ſo much 


 correſpondency in affe&ion 2mongſt us, that all 
: the Beehn,ond the Siſters, will agree, they are 
\ reſolved upon that, ſo ſoon as they are made 
| ER. After which they will not in any 
': caſe offend the conſciences of the weak, in any 


thing tending to the further kindling of the love 
of one to another. 

Q. Phat Cuſtomer have you in your mee- 
tings ? have you no lawes ? 

A. Cuſtomes, oh fie upon them, they are Po- 
piſh, we hate the very name of ſuperſtitious 
Cuſtomes and la wes are a burden that we can- 
not beare . 

Q. What then i; the rule by Which you walke ? 

A. Weare a free- borne people, and have pri- 
viledges above all rule. 

Q. How many privileager have you ? 

A. Ten 


Q which be they * 


A. 1, That 


-— DD. a. 
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y | <A. 1. That all the goods, huband, wite, 
) Find allthings whatſoever, my of the Congregs- 
zt | tion have is in common to all, 
\ 2. That we are free from bowing down under 
the yoke of mans Law. and Rule, and all obcdi- 
ze | ence, 20d ſubjeRion whetſoever. | 
Tr 3. That wee are free from all oaths and cove- 
nents, either with the King, Parliament, or Pea- 
ple, ſo we keep promiſe amongſt our ſelves. 

4. Weare priviledged from the burden of the 
e | Sabbath, and are not ſtri in obſerving of it; e- 
e | verie man is left to himſelfe, to keep it, or not to 
y | Keep it, a$ he will himſelfe. 
y 
c 


h | 
jj 


5. Wee give no honour, nor reſpe& to one 
more than to another ; but are ( without all dif- 
ference of perſons) hale fellow, well met, when 
- | weare together. 

6. Wee are free from bloud-Ched, and will 
not kill, nonot a Lowſe ; nor do wee bold it 
| fit that any ſhould bee puniſhed for bis jofir- 
- | mities. 

7. Nomanis to lye with his brotkers wife, 
?* | whilſt ker husband is in preſence, except hee be 
- | faſt afleep, or dead drunk. | 

* 8. Whoſoerer defires to live without 

| paines, to get his living by his trade 8nd callio 

| hee may go from houle to houſe, to. be refeey 

with all that he can get. 
A 4 9s None 
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9. Nene of the fellowſhip dare preſume to 
ducloſe the ſecrets of our Conventicles to the 
profane, I-\t the world render us more odious 
than they do already. 

10, None of the Fellowſhip is to keep his 
houſe, his table, his wife, his ſervant, his cttate, 
or any thivg he hath, for hioſelfc z but is tolet 
any member of the Congregation partake with 
tim of all things in common, 

Q. What uſe do you make of theſe priviledge!' 

A. Wee have two ſpeciall benefits by them ; 
firſt, in haviog a ſhare in the Brethrens 
and ſecondly, in havinga right in the Siſters af- 
fcions. 

Q. How do you do ro get to ſhare with the bre-( 
thren in their goods ? 

eA. Weego to the Paſtour, and he procures 
any thing for us that we wanr. 

Q. In what Way do you addreſſe your ſelves to 
the Siſters ? 

A. Wee put off our hats, and make them 1 
leg, look deyoutly upon them ſiniliog, with our f 
ſparkling eyes, enough to enamour a Lady. 

. Who are your Preachers , and what art 
EF... 

A. There argdivers: vis. Mr. Patience, nn 
honeſt Slyver ; Mr. Griffin, a reverend Taylor; 
Mr. Knew/cs, alearned Scholl:r; Mr, Spilſbey, 

arc-F 
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7 

2 to] x renowned Cobler ; Mr. 8 arber,x Button-ma- 
the} ker, and divers others, moſt gallant Teachers, 
ious} well groundcd in their opinions. 

Q. Where ave yeur places of meeting ? 

p hf 4. Wetkave many places, and are glad when 

tate, | we can meet quietly in any of them. 

oleth Q. But have you not (ame joviall meetings, 

vith } where you uſe to be merric (ometione: * 

| As ho that we have. 

ge!! . Where ts that ? 

1M ; > At W:eſtmunſter. 

dds ; Q. Where there? ' 

Saf-F 4. We have met at ſeverall places ; wee met 

often at a great houſe in the new Palace by 

bre-F Weſtaiinſter- Hall ; but when wee asked the 

name of the place, they faid it was Hell; O 

ures then we? hated that profanc place, and would ne- 

yer come in it after : and they ſay there is a place 

e714 called Heaven in the Old Palace ; but wee cquld 

| never find that place out, and ſo wee dined fince 

eMAIy ut Adawand Eve, 

1 ourÞ Q. What had yew to dinner ? 

+. Thus is the Liſt of our Meſle : 

eh 1 Imprimu, The mumping Cruſt of an hot 

loafe boyled with a Calves head and Bacon. 
', Why 2 Jrem, Theneckof a young Coney boyled 
lor; Þ ton jelly. 


ſober, 3 1rem. The ſhoulder of a grave, hag-hone: 
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ded Goat, ftewed between two difhes, ftuffed 
with Cocks combs, & larded with Gooſe greafe. 

4 [tcrs. The breſt of a fat Cayon well ſoaked 
in White broth, {tuffed with Daftes and Cow- 
fi!ips. 

; Item. A loyne of young Mutton well car- 
bonado'd, with a plump kidney, as round as ar 
zpple. 

6 Irem. The rump of a Woedcock baked 
With a paite of Gooſe gibblets. 

7 ltem. A Leg of Lamb larded with Trot- 
ters, and roftcd till jt be as browne as 2 Berry. 

$ ltew, A well made and neatly drefſed 
Neats-foot Pye, full of plums and ſpices. 

9 "Item. Adiſh x Pigs perty-toes ſtewed in 
Flua:b-broth. 

1e /tem. Adifh of freſh Lobſters ſoaked al! 
night in vinepur, 

11 tem. Aſhceps head boyled with wooll 
and hornes, for a ſtanding difh for the brethren. 

12 7tew. An Humble Pye for the fiſters, 
after the brethren arc riſcn. 

Q. What Officers have you *n your Church 
diſcipline ? 

A. Wee haves firſt the Paſtour, ſecondly the 
Deacon, and third!y the Congregation, and nenc 
elſe at all. 

Q. hat # the office of the Paſtonr ? 

A, Her 


(9) 
A, Hee tacheth and inſtruRteth the Congre- 
atien ; and when any are reccived into the fel- 
owſbip of the Church to walk with kim ; hee 
amines them, and if they be found right, then 
he dips them. 

Q. In what manner deth he teach you ? 

A. Wee meet in ſome convenient houſe, end 
tee making choyce of the privatcft place that hee 
an in the houſe, hee (:fter the Dezcon hath 
rayed with the Congregation , and exhorted 
them) prayes, and then preacheth an houre or 
two, or ſometimes three, more or Ie{le, us hee 
inds his gheſts {traitencd or enlirged. 

Q, Do mone come to heave him preach but only 
eſe Who are in Chnrch-fellowfhip ? 

A. Yes,it they be brought in by ſome friend, 
that wee may be ſure they come not to ſpie ns, 
they may corne to heare, or joyne with us in the 
Church- contribution, but can partake with us 
10 further. 

Q. Muſt the people do whatſeever he. bind; 
them to obſerve ? 

A. There is an oath, which is adminiftred 
to all before they be received into Church-fel- 
bwſhip with us. 

Q. Do you ſwear all before you recevve them 
unto communien With you t 


eA. Yes, elſe they are not admitted, 


Q. Do 
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"56 Q. Do other Independants do (o ? 
M7: + (al A. No they have not that policie. 
F Q. what uw ut that you make ther [weare be- 
i fore you admit them to be dipped? 
4 -. A. 1 Wepromiſe and {weare to walk with 
1}, our Brethren and Siſters (in the Congregation 
weare received into) with all watchfullneſle, | 
| and tendernefle, avoyding all jealouſies, cenſu-J 
rings, and provokings. 
= 2 To do nothing againſt the Members. q 
We: 7; 3 Not publikely to diſcover the failings of 
[Hh v our Brethren or Siſters, but attend an orderly ' 
WW. - call thereunto, 
'Y Q,_ Hath the Paſtor power to receive Whom hel , 


| p will into the Congregation t t 
' A. Yesexcept the Congregation alledge fom-f , 
m4 thivg againſt the perſon preſented. 
T.-:1\f Q. 1n what manner are they dipped when the) , 
q are received into Church-felluwſhip ? 
W ;\ A. After the perſons to be dipped are ext-ff | 
\'s aminedandbavedeclired a {ufficicnt teſtimony 

| before the Corgregation , and taken the Oath, 

ju the Paſtor, that is the Dippecr, taketh the. per(on 

ij that is to be dipped, and goeth with kim ar het 
_ whether it be man or woman into the water, and 
8 there ſetting one hand upon the backe, and: the 4 
; other upon the head, dips the ſaid perſon quite y 


| over head and cares, and then keadeth him or ber 
= ſo 
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{dipped by the arme out of the water, and pre- 
enterk them to the Congregation, who receive 
e be-Ythem as Members of their Corgregation. 
; Q. What uw the Deacons office amongſt the A- 
with mbaptifts ? 
mon A. To gather the Contributians of the 
eſſe, ] Church, and rake care to ſee the Congregation 
nlu-f rrovided for, and if any perſon of the Congre- 
ration be in trouble, to labour and uſe all the 
me#nes he can to get him free. 
s of Q. What 53 it that is in the power of the Con- 
lerly gregation ? 
A. Whatſoever is done, is confirmed by the 
” be Þ approbation of them , for z2gxinſt their conſent 
; the Paſtor and Deacon hath not power to do 2- 
ome F oy thing. . 
Q. In Whoſe power then @ the Ordinance of 
they marriage ? 
A. There are many things required in the or- 
ext-F der of marriage before it be done. 
onyls Q. What are thoſe things that are required? 
ath,} A. x That bothpartics be Anabeptifts. 
rionl| 2 That both parties be agreed. 
t het 3 That they have the conſent of the Church. 
2nd And fourthly, that they be married according 
theF to the way of the Church with which ghey 


uiteY walke, 
bl Q. why muſt both parties be Anabaptiſts ? 
ſo A, Becauſe 


RR On. "THO ION 


(12) 


A. Becauſe the one being ſo, it would be of 
evili conſequence to be yoked with the wicked 


that have not been rebyptiſed. 

Q. How farr: muſs the parties ( to be, war. 
Pied) be agreed? 

A. To their well liking one of the other with - 
out forcing either of them by violence to marry 
one that he or (he cannot love. 

. Which t the way of warriage in the eA- 
nabaptifty Church ? 

A. Both partics coming before the Congre- 
cation they joyne hands and taking each other 
for man and wife, promiſing to live and dye to- 
gether, and fo kifle and are made man and wife. 

Q. And what u your order of burial for the 
ar ad ? | ; 

A. When any perſon is dead, we invite our 
reighbours, and friends, and having ſerved them 
with wine and bisket, or diet-bread or ſugar- 
plums as all others do, we go together and 
when we come to the grave the bearers put the 
corpcs into the grave and ſo we part withont 2- 
y mote Ceremony or trouble. 


A briefe 


(13) 


ked A briefe Diſconrſe between an Inarpenaeur 
and an Anabapti/t. 


Independent. Of what relsgiou are you ? 

hel Anabaprift, I am one of thoſe commonly cal- 

ry | {kd Anabaptiſts. I pray you what region are 

you of ? 

4 - Indep. 1 am one of theſe called Jndeprnicents. 

Anab. I am verie giad I have {o (cafonably 

e- | vet with you brother, we ſhould rejo1 ce 11 one Þ 

er | another; for you know wee 1uffcr, and are re- 

o- | pEvached by the wicked. 

e. Indep. But it 15 long of you Authantifte, that 

be | *%e ſuffer (6 as we ao, wnder many honeft meaning 
* | men, Who know not the difference between us and 


Jou. 
nN Azab. Why, both you and we are Ind: per. 
-. | dents, and wedefire the libertie of conſcience as 
d {| youdo, theugh we differ in ſome thingy. 

a Indep. Wee deny tobe Independents, though 
- | they call #% ſo, becanſe you and ther fattious peo- 
ple are fo ; common people not knowing the aiff-- 
rence ; Wee do not defere any libertie of conſcience 
iurtber than Godt word will beare, abhorring that 
e || falſe doftrine Which you do daily broach amor 
1ou. There 1s more difference between 1 ava you, . 
than between you and the Papiſts. 


Anas 
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Azab. But I pray youte!l mee why you do 
eharge vs {o bich, for what cauſe do you do it ? 

Inde-p. Tom do not only teach to your owne diſ- 
ciples, but print, and publiſh blaſphemics, and pro- 
faxe, [cxrrillous , and xaughrie things, and the ge- 
werallitie of the people take 145 and you to be all one, 
end (o wee are hardly thought on for your ſakes, 
theugh wee abhor. and do utterly aiſclaime your 
wreicheaand horrible irmwpietie therein, 

Azav. Why, but you know that the com- 
mon people enviz youas much xs us ; and jn that 
relatiun you ſtand in oppoſition to them juſt as 
we do : 2nd therefore why ſhould there be any 
diff-rence between us amongſt our ſelves ? 

Indep. 7 rel! you, it 1s your unjuſt wayer, your 
blaſp hemons tenets, and baſe libells, that have gi- 
ver 1:1 offence, and moſt people beleeve wee are 
fach 1 1ou, they not knowing the difference be- 
rweesn #44, you calling your ſelves Independants, as 
they -. 45: and 1 tell you, We do proteſt as much 
ag 1i»/? you, as ever wee did againſt the Biſhops ; 
&* (:refore 1 will leave you, and defere to have 

"7 to de with yew, and fo adien, 


FINTS. 
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